
Contact:  
Kelsey Dalzell 

Director of Public Relations 
sgapr@chapman.edu 

 
Kendall DeVries 

Director of Elections 
sgaelections@chapman.edu 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

 Orange, Calif. – The Election Committee was approached to review the Election 
Code and Processes to deem if the resignation of the Newly Elected President was an 
election concern. The Elections Committee consisting of Kendall DeVries, Director of 
Elections, and members Megan Hertz-Jansen, Darpan Singh, and Taylor White, came to 
this decision in a manner that reflects Article II, Section 1 of the Election Processes: “The 
Election Committee shall exist to enforce the Election Code policies and guidelines and 
work to resolve any election concerns while maintaining their position as fair and 
impartial arbitrators of this Election Code; it shall also serve as the first hearing and 
sanctioning body if an alleged violation of the Election Code by a candidate arises” and 
Article 1, Section 2 B: “The Election Committee shall have the power to interpret and 
apply these processes.” 
 
The Election Committee reviewed Article VI Section 13, A of the Election Processes 
stating that: “After election results have been announced, elected candidates shall be 
informed that they have 24 hours to notify the Director of Elections and SGA Advisor if 
they choose to decline their position” and Section 14, A: “If the event that an elected 
candidate becomes ineligible before the start of their term, the runner-up candidate will 
be offered the position.” The Election Committee determined that the Newly Elected 
President did not decline this position in this timeframe and did not become ineligible. 
Eligibility of a candidate is based on Article VI, Section 5, B of the Election Processes 
stating “After the closing of the filing period, the Director of Elections and SGA advisor 
shall verify each individual candidate’s qualifications for running based on their 
academic and conduct standings.” The Election Committee determined the resignation of 
the Newly Elected President did not apply to either Section 13 or 14 and therefore is not 
an Elections Code or Processes issue. 
 
After reviewing the SGA operating documents, the SGA Election Committee believed 
that the Newly Elected President began assuming Presidential duties. These Presidential 
duties are specified in Article III, Section 2, B of the SGA Constitution: “To appoint all 
non-elected members, in conjunction with the Vice President” and Section 2, K: “To be 
ultimately responsible for the welfare of SGA.” Because the Newly Elected President 
assumed Presidential duties, the Elections Committee recommended that the succession 
procedure outlined in Article VII, Section 1 A of the SGA Constitution would 
commence: “If the President is unable to complete the term of office or is removed from 



office then the Vice President shall succeed him/her. If the Vice President is unable to 
complete the term of the former President then the Speaker of the Senate will fill the 
office.”   
 
In consultation with the Director of Justice, Porter Hahn, it has been determined that the 
SGA Review Board should examine the decision further and make a final determination. 
The Review Board will be convening within a week to review the case. All Review 
Board meetings will be recorded and made public.  
 
 

### 
Student Government Association is the most influential leadership organization 

on campus. Our mission is to advocate for student’s rights, make a positive change on 
campus and improve your Chapman experience.  

	  


